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Letters From Your Chairs

Welcome to HMUNC! My name is Asim Ebrahim and I am in 11th grade. It is my  third (# of

times you have taken the class) time taking Model UN and I have attended  5 conferences.

Model UN has become one of my passions and has helped me �nd something that I am  truly

passionate about. Outside of Model UN, I  am a member of the varsity soccer and wrestling

team, and I'm also a member of the mock trial team. I hope you will all enjoy our simulation of

the Sports Summit this year. I am looking forward to meeting all of you and being your chair

this year at HMUNC!

Sincerely,

Asim Ebrahim

Welcome to HMUNC! My name is Dhruv Shivraj and I am in 10th grade. It is my third time

taking Model UN and I have attended 3 conferences . Model UN has become one of my

passions and has been a very memorable experience to enjoy so far and I've learned so much

about history and the world itself . Outside of Model UN, I frequently enjoy playing basketball

and volleyball and also enjoy sports and games. I hope you will all enjoy our simulation of our

newly created Sports Summit  this year which encompasses everything I love to enjoy as both a

fan and a student of the game. I am looking forward to meeting all of you and being your chair

this year at HMUNC!

Sincerely,

Dhruv Shivraj

If  you have any questions please reach us at:

sports.hmunc16@gmail.com
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How to Use this Guide/Letter to the Delegates

Dear delegates, this is the background guide for the Sports Summit at HMUNC 2021!

As your chairs, we have spent a lot of time writing and researching to create the best possible

guide for you in your research and debate. We hope that you take some time to read this, as it’ll

provide a helpful guideline to the topics you will be discussing in debate as well as the solutions

you propose. This background guide should serve as one of the main sources you use to

prepare for our conference!

This background guide is �lled with important statistics and subtopics to use in debate,

and it provides delegates with a holistic understanding of the topic. In your position paper,

include why your character thinks these issues are important and how you have tried to solve

the problems and possible actions surrounding freedom of speech for athletes. This

background guide will help you understand the basic ideas of the issues, and it is your job to be

creative and �gure out di�erent solutions.  There are questions to consider at the end of the

topic as well as descriptions of your position at the end of the background guide!

We look forward to hearing the ideas you bring to the table! Good luck!

Sincerely your chairs,

Asim Ebrahim & Dhruv Shivraj
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How to Write a Position Paper:

Delegates are required to write ONE position paper that addresses the topic “The Voice

Suppression of Athletes”. Position papers do not need to be longer than one page and

must be written in Times New Roman, font size 12, and with standard margins. Position

papers should follow the format below:

Position papers are due May 26th and must be e-mailed to:

sports.hmunc16@gmail.com

Paragraph 1:

- Who is your character? What is their stance on the freedom of speech? Are you in support of

or against the current policies? What sport does your character play? How is this signi�cant?

What does your character stand for?

Paragraph 2:

- What have you done previously? Be SPECIFIC!  List any important actions or statements

your character has/made done.  Explain why this is important and how this shows your

character's beliefs. Has your position/stance changed in any way? If so, why?

Paragraph 3:

- What does your character want to do? How will they �x the problem and �nd a solution?

List a few goals in committee that your character may want to accomplish.
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General Background

What is the Sports Summit?

The Sports Summit is a meeting of in�uential members of the sports community (athletes,

General Managers (GMs), and Entertainment and Sports Networking Programming Network (ESPN)

analysts) to discuss current issues facing the sports community, such as free speech and discrimination.

The summit is hosted by ESPN to foster discussion among these di�erent parties.

What is the Purpose of  the Sports Summit?

The lack of communication between athletes and

higher ups is a problem for the sports community. The

Sports Summit was created to serve as a channel of

discussion between athletes and team owners/GMs.

Athletes’ voices have been suppressed, and they had to

submit to the ruling of higher ups and GMs with little to

no say. Owners have not addressed the concerns of many athletes, only taking action when their

reputation or assets are directly a�ected. Many athletes were punished for endangering the �nancial

standing of owners and GMs during the

recent Black Lives Matter protests. Colin

Kaepernick was let go by the San Francisco

49ers after kneeling during the National

Anthem1.

The Sports Summit creates a line of

communication between players and

owners to work toward a resolution and

improve the overall relationship between

1 Young, Spencer. The Political Divide Plaguing the NBA. 23 Nov. 2020,
medium.com/basketball-university/the-political-divide-plaguing-the-nba-3d383626fe68.
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leagues owners/GMs and athletes. The Sports Summit should also provide athletes with a space where

they feel safe expressing their political opinions without fearing league-enacted repercussions.

Additionally, the Sports Summit will highlight to the athletes the di�culties that GMs and Owners

face. It is important that athletes realize that the di�cult decisions the Owners and GM’s make are to

bene�t the team, as a business. Overall, this summit aims to provide athletes and owners with an

opportunity to express their respective views in hopes of lasting reform.

The revenue of the sports industry has declined over the last 3 years, with 2020 being the worst

year in recent sports history2. This committee must balance pro�ts, policy and scandal. Decisions will

impact the future of sports.

The main question is whether an athlete's actions, which can be detrimental to the team image

and revenue, should be tolerated. This Sport Summit will be one full of “clean ups,” chaos, and

change.

2 Young, Spencer. The Political Divide Plaguing the NBA. 23 Nov. 2020,
medium.com/basketball-university/the-political-divide-plaguing-the-nba-3d383626fe68.
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Recent Renewal of  the Push for Equality - The Black Live Matter Movement

In February 2012, Treyvon Martin, a 17 year old unarmed black teenager, was fatally shot by

George Zimmerman, a local security o�cer, in Sanford, Florida. His unjust death, and Zimmerman’s

later acquittal in court, began a new era of the Civil Rights Movement focused on the mistreatment

and targeting of African Americans by the police. Since then, between 2014-2019 the police have killed

more than 6,500 people and over 25% of victims were African American.3 Within the �rst eight

months of 2020 the police killed 164 black people.4 The Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement emerged

in response and has worked tirelessly to make change happen and push for racial equality in the United

States.

On May 25th, 2020 this renewed push

erupted following the death of George Floyd.

Floyd, like many other black Americans, was a

victim of police brutality, and his impactful

pleading with the police as they knelt on his neck

were words heard across the world — “I can’t

breathe.”5 Mr. Floyd’s death propelled the

movement into the public eye once again making it even more prominent.

The E�ect of  BLM on Sports

Since Floyd’s death, millions have �ooded the streets in over 21 states to protest inequity in our

country.6 Countless actors, politicians, and other celebrities have expressed their support for the BLM

movement. It was no surprise when athletes joined the �ght for equality. However, many athletes were

criticized for using their in�uence to �ght for what they believed in. Majority of the criticism came

6Taylor, Derrick Bryson. George Floyd Protests: A Timeline. 8 Sept. 2020,
www.nytimes.com/article/george-floyd.html.

5Walters, Joanna, and Joan E Greave. George Floyd DEATH: Four Ex-Police Officers Indicted on Civil Rights
Charges. 7 May 2021,
www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/may/07/george-floyd-death-murder-police-officers-civil-rights-charges.

4Ibid

3Li, Li. Police in the U.S. Killed 164 Black People in the First 8 Months of 2020. These Are Their Names. (PART I:
January-April). 10 Sept. 2020, www.cbsnews.com/pictures/black-people-killed-by-police-in-the-u-s-in-2020/.
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from fans who believe sports are an escape — not a place of protest. Some fans went to social media to

support the athletes' protest while others cruci�ed the athletes for bringing politics to sports .

After the backlash from fans, owners and GMs began criticizing the athletes’ acts of peaceful

protest.  Jerry Jones, the owner of the Cowboys, promised fans that the team would not and could not

kneel during the National Anthem.7 Leaders in other sports followed suit, including the president of

the National Hockey League (NHL) who announced that all athletes would be standing for the

national anthem. The NHL did not stop there; it also encouraged the fans to stand too.8 The BLM

movement has etched its way into the fabric of sports changing its foundation and calling into

question the rights of players, managers, and fans.

The National Football League

The National Football League (NFL) was the

�rst major sports league to experience peaceful

demonstrations by athletes in recent years. While

controversial, many fans supported the actions of athletes

coming together and protesting police brutality. Colin

Kapernick was the one to initiate the protest along with

Eric Reid, but after he was released from the league many

other athletes and coaches continued to protest through

kneeling; some teams would not even leave the locker room for the National Anthem. These

demonstrations caused a lot of controversy in the NFL. Fans and players have asked how an

organization as diverse as the NFL, with over 70% of its players being of minority background, can

support GMs and owners who are openly racist and have condemned the peaceful actions of their

8Perez, Matt. Four NHL Players Kneel During The U.S. And Canadian National Anthems. 3 Aug. 2020,
www.forbes.com/sites/mattperez/2020/08/03/four-nhl-players-kneel-during-the-us-and-canadian-national-anthems/?
sh=44c0dcfc1255.

7Goldberg, Rob. Jerry Jones Says ANY COWBOYS Player Who 'Disrespects' the Flag Won't Play. 9 Oct. 2017,
bleacherreport.com/articles/2737631-jerry-jones-says-a-cowboys-player-who-disrespects-the-flag-wont-play.
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players.9 The disparity between the representation of minorities in the NFL’s leadership o�ce and the

players has been pointed out as around 85% of GMs, owners, and leaders in the NFL are white despite

its diverse fan base.10. NFL games are watched by millions of people in every state and therefore

representative of all of the U.S. population.11 Overall, the rhetoric of the league and its fanbase has put

the NFL in a delicate situation; its initial attempt to silence the players only worsened its position.

Protests in the NFL

The NFL fans along with their owners and GM’s heavily criticized the athletes that would

decide to kneel and protest the National

Anthem. Kapernick �rst took a knee in an

exhibition game against the Los Angeles

Chargers, and following the National Anthem

Kapernick spent the rest of the game getting

booed by people in the stands.12 Kapernick

continued to kneel until he was released by the

San Francisco 49ers. Athletes continued to carry

on Kaepernick's legacy in the following season. Many athletes joined in on the protest; the Pittsburgh

Steelers along with their coach Mike Tomlin decided to not even leave the locker room for the National

Anthem with one athlete deciding not to join in the protest for personal reasons.13 When Roger

Goodell was �rst asked about the kneeling during the National Anthem he said he “didn’t necessarily

13Li, David K. Lone Steeler Comes out of Locker Room without Team DURING Anthem Protest. 25 Sept. 2017,
nypost.com/2017/09/24/lone-steeler-comes-out-of-locker-room-without-team-during-anthem-protest/.

12Dill, Jason. Eric Trump Praised NHL Players for Not Kneeling during the Anthem. So Fans Knelt Instead. 31 July
2020, www.miamiherald.com/sports/article244641092.htm.

11Silverman, Alex. Demographic Data Shows Which Major Sports Fan Bases Are Most Likely to Support or Reject
Social Justice Advocacy. 10 Sept. 2020, morningconsult.com/2020/09/10/sports-fan-base-demographic-data/.

10ibid

9Lapchick, Richard. The 2019 Racial and Gender Report Card: National Football League . 3 Oct. 2019,
43530132-36e9-4f52-811a-182c7a91933b.filesusr.com/ugd/3844fb_1478b405e58e42608f1ed2223437d398.pdf.
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agree with what they were doing.”14 He later went on to regret this sentiment, but many owners and

GM’s continued to express that they did not support kneeling for the National Anthem.

The National Basketball Association

The National Basketball Association’s (NBA) politics have become more volatile over the past

decade stemming from systematic racism and political turmoil within these controversial leagues. From

Jordan’s premature retirement which sparked

world wide outrage to the question of kneeling,

the NBA has had its share of controversy.

While most of the players in the NBA are

African American, they are expected to play for

the sake of entertainment while angry protests

against injustice erupt around them. The

pandemic caused teams to lose a lot of money in ticket revenue. Commissioner Adam Silver’s priority

was to return to basketball and �nish the season while the players wanted the league to be part of the

BLM protests. Their compromise involved social justice messages being placed either on courts or on

their jerseys, an idea most team owners sco�ed at. The

resulting bickering meant that many players were not

satis�ed.15

The players wanted their GMs to do more than just say

Black Lives Matter or make other proverbial statements, so

the owners donated $300 million to organizations in

15Young, Spencer. The Political Divide Plaguing the NBA. 23 Nov. 2020,
medium.com/basketball-university/the-political-divide-plaguing-the-nba-3d383626fe68.

14Boren, Cindy. A Timeline of Colin KAEPERNICK'S Protests against Police Brutality, Four Years after They Began.
26 Aug. 2020, www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2020/06/01/colin-kaepernick-kneeling-history/.
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support of people of color and to promote voting in minority communities.

Andre Iguodala, the �rst vice president of the NBPA, told USA Today that “team owners saw

their donations to organizations supporting

minorities as more of a tax than anything.” Teams

spend hundreds of millions of dollars on their

athletes and facilities and even tend to get taxed extra

for the sake of this. Therefore, these donations and

the amount  given is not much compared to how

much owners spend on the team. However, these

owners believe that, “the net bene�t to society of these pledges far outweighs any moral or ethical

concerns raised by the amount of the donations.” The fact that the owners are donating to social

justice organizations is good enough regardless of how much or little it is.16

Bucks/Celtics Boycott

In the long history of the NBA, there had only been one player’s boycott: in 1961, NBA legend

Bill Russel and a few other players sat out to protest racial injustice. Nearly half a century later, the

Milwaukee Bucks took the same action in the wake of the police shooting of Jacob Blake only 40 miles

away from the Bucks arena. The players and coaching sta� responded to the BLM

protests that shook Wisconsin by refusing to come out of their locker room to play a

playo� game against the Orlando Magic. This action triggered the cancelation of

Rockets, OKC, Lakers, Celtics, and Blazers games across the country.17

The NBA has a collective bargaining agreement with the Bucks which has a

limit on strikes, so the Bucks were breaking and violating their contract. The league

lost a lot of money due to the pandemic and  these boycotts took away more from

the players and the league, who still had to negotiate the salary cap and luxury tax,

17 Helin, Kurt. “Milwaukee Bucks Players Make Statement on Boycott.” ProBasketballTalk | NBC Sports, 27 Aug.
2020, nba.nbcsports.com/2020/08/26/milwaukee-bucks-players-make-statement-on-boycott/.

16ibid
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both of which are fundamentally important to the league. If players aren't playing, this drop will just

increase more and the overall pro�t would plummet.18

Politics in the NBA

Recent political stances taken by the NBA and its athletes seems to have impacted its ratings.

During the pandemic and the related lockdowns, watch times were expected to increase, but this

wasn’t the case. According to  John Lewis of Sports Watch, ESPN’s rating went down by 26% which

was overall a 17% decrease from the previous year. As for the NBA, the playo�  ratings were down 27%

from 2019, and down by more than 40% in comparison to 2018.

This ratings drop is because of the political fury in the NBA. According to Forbes, a national

poll found that athletes in the NBA and other sports are partially responsible for the downwards trend.

One poll showed that 46% of self-proclaimed sports fans aren't spending a lot of time watching sports

as they once did. Furthermore, 70% of Republicans were less  likely to watch sports when athletes

called out against racial injustice. These factors resulted in a loss of viewership not just for the NBA but

also the MLB and NHL, whose playo�s have declined by 38% and 40% respectively.19

The NBA China Ban

The NBA and China have had a cooperative relationship over the last 5 years because China

has over a billion potential customers for the NBA. However, that relationship became strained when

NBA GM Daryl Morley of the Houston Rockets issued a statement on Twitter supporting the Hong

Kong protests against the Chinese government. After this statement was released, China began

censoring the NBA across the country. Many owners and GMs spoke against Morley and therefore

against the Hong Kong protests.

19 “NBA's Ratings Drop Not Due To Blowback Over Players' Activism, Poll Suggests.” Forbes, Forbes Magazine,
15 Oct. 2020,
www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/2020/10/15/nbas-ratings-drop-not-due-to-blowback-over-players-activism-poll-su
ggests/?sh=4ba2e1e06b31.

18 “Milwaukee Bucks Players' Statement Following Boycott of Game 5 of NBA Playoffs vs. Orlando.” Milwaukee
Bucks, NBA.com/Bucks, 27 Aug. 2020,
www.nba.com/bucks/news/milwaukee-bucks-players-statement-following-boycott-game-5-nba-playoffs-vs-orlando.
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Until 1997, Hong Kong was ruled by Britain as a colony but then returned to China. Under

the "one country, two systems" arrangement, it has some political autonomy, and its people more

rights. However, in recent years, the Chinese government has increasingly limited those rights

regarding protest and freedom of speech. Peaceful protests began in 2019 over a potential law that

would allow Chinese dissidents in Hong Kong to be extradited to China for trial. Members on both

sides are being killed, while many of the Hong Kong protesters are imprisoned without trial. The NBA

has done a great job being politically correct in regards to the BLM movement, but after their reaction

to the Hong Kong protest they may have an ulterior motive. With a majority of their viewership

supporting the BLM movement, they could have acted in support so that they wouldn't lose a large

audience and with basketball becoming more and more popular in China, they are at risk of losing a

potential source of income.20

NASCAR

The National Association for Stock Car

Auto Racing(NASCAR) is known for being one of

the more conservative American sports due to its far

right fanbase. Many NASCAR drivers have a history

of racist comments that have not been corrected,

and until last year the Confederate �ag was waved at

NASCAR races without comment. Recent

widespread BLM protests have led the NASCAR front o�ce to take strides to ensure that NASCAR

supports the black community; their strong support for one of the leading voices �ghting for the BLM

movement in NASCAR, Bubba Wallace, is a clear indicator of this.21 The majority of fans and drivers

are not happy about this change which could put the future of the sport in jeopardy.

21 Jones, Maya A. “NASCAR's Changes Give Hope to Those Who Were Previously Driven Away from the Sport.”
The Undefeated, The Undefeated, 16 June 2020,
theundefeated.com/features/nascars-changes-give-hope-to-those-who-were-previously-driven-away-from-the-sport/.

20 Victor, Daniel. “Hong Kong Protests Put N.B.A. on Edge in China.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 7
Oct. 2019, www.nytimes.com/2019/10/07/sports/basketball/nba-china-hong-kong.html.
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The Bubba Wallace Noose Incident

The lack of diversity within NASCAR is extreme. William

Darrell “Bubba” Wallace is the only black NASCAR driver in the top

tier.22 On July 5th, 2020 a member of team 43 was in Wallace’s garage

when they found a rope tied in the shape of a noose hanging from the

ceiling. They immediately alerted o�cials and security; however, the news broke to the public

quickly—and not well. NASCAR �rst stated that they believed the member was mistaken and the

“noose” was simply a hanging rope that had fallen or been left in the garage stall by mistake.23 People

took to social media to discuss their discontent with NASCAR’s response. After pressure from the

public and review of “new evidence”, NASCAR came to a new conclusion: the rope was intentionally

tied in a noose-shape and was left in Wallace’s garage.24

Players like Wallace face this discrimination every day and it does not help to be told to ignore

the problem and “move on.”25 Wallace speaks for other minority drivers when he reported feeling

forced to ignore the incident and pretend it didn't happen by NASCAR.26

NASCAR’s Confederate Flag Ruling

Confederate �ags have been a common sight at NASCAR races over the past 72 years.

NASCAR was founded by Bill France Sr. in 1948 and has deep roots in the South. In 2003, Bill France

Sr.’s  grandson Brian France became the CEO of NASCAR and urged fans not to bring the

26ibid

25Macur, Juliet. “The Confederate Flag Didn't Bother Bubba Wallace. Until It Did.” The New York Times, The New
York Times, 19 June 2020,
www.nytimes.com/2020/06/19/sports/autoracing/bubba-wallace-nascar-black-lives-matter-confederate-flag.html.

24 ibid

23“NASCAR Releases Image of Noose Found in Bubba Wallace's Garage, Says Concern Was 'Real'.” ESPN, ESPN
Internet Ventures, 25 June 2020,
www.espn.com/racing/nascar/story/_/id/29364817/nascar-releases-image-noose-found-bubba-wallace-garage-says-c
oncern-was-real.

22 Macur, Juliet. “The Confederate Flag Didn't Bother Bubba Wallace. Until It Did.” The New York Times, The New
York Times, 19 June 2020,
www.nytimes.com/2020/06/19/sports/autoracing/bubba-wallace-nascar-black-lives-matter-confederate-flag.html.
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Confederate �ags to races. 27 NASCAR did not e�ectively enforce this and the Confederate �ag debate

was sidelined.

In 2015 the debate was revived after the tragic mass shooting by Dylan Ho�, a neo-nazi white

supremacist in South Carolina. Prior to the shooting Ho� expressed support for the Confederate �ag

and this pushed Bill France to say that “[NASCAR] is

working with the industry to see how far we can go to get

that �ag to be disassociated entirely from our events.”28

During the summer of 2020, inspired by the BLM

movement,  Bubba Wallace demanded change in

NASCAR. With support from Steve Phelps, current

CEO of NASCAR, the Confederate �ag was banned

from NASCAR races.29 Of course this decision received

backlash from the fans, but NASCAR has stood their ground in an e�ort to make the sport more

inclusive.

Major League Baseball/National Hockey League

While Major League Baseball (MLB) and the National Hockey League (NHL) represent  two

di�erent sports, they both face the same issues in terms of  the free speech of their athletes. Both

leagues have a relatively low representation of black people; only 7.7% of athletes in the MLB are black

while less than 3% of athletes in the NHL are black. 30 As a result, GMs and owners have stayed silent

30 “MLB Player Demographics.” Www.beapro.com, 6 Oct. 2020,
www.routine.com/blog/post/mlb-player-demographics/#:~:text=Black%20%2D%207.7%25,Asian%2FOther%20%2
D%202.9%25.

29 “NASCAR Bans Confederate Flags from All Racetracks.” ESPN, ESPN Internet Ventures, 10 June 2020,
www.espn.com/racing/nascar/story/_/id/29293767/nascar-bans-confederate-flags-racetracks.

28 ibid

27“NASCAR Chair Brian France Wants 'Insensitive Symbol' Eliminated at Races.” ESPN, ESPN Internet Ventures,
27 June 2015,
www.espn.com/racing/nascar/story/_/id/13159392/nascar-chairman-brian-france-wants-confederate-flag-eliminated-
races.
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during the BLM movement;  the fact that their fanbase is predominantly white and right leaning has

not helped as well. 31

The NHL has not really responded to the BLM movement,

and the little they have done has been called out by many for being

just for show, including the Hockey Diversity Alliance which was

made up of current and former players. Co-head Evander Kane, a

member of the San Jose Sharks, went on to say that “No matter

what [NHL] does or says, it’s all going to fall on deaf ears with me

and every other person in the HDA because the league has made no e�ort to support its own Black

players.”32 As few players knelt, some fans brought the BLM movement to the NHL by posting

pictures of themselves kneeling with #BLM.33

The MLB has taken better strides than the NHL in regards to the BLM movement. However,

they still receive a lot of criticism from fans who have

gone as far as boycotting the MLB.34 The MLB

stands by the players and coaches who kneel during

the national anthem. BLM  branding has been

allowed across �elds.

Gender Inequality in Sports

Gender inequality remains a problem in almost all sports.

Female athletes and female-dominated sports face signi�cantly less

recognition, resources, and publicity. While the gender pay gap exists

34 Garrity, Katie. #BoycottMLB Is Trending Because of Players Kneeling During the Anthem, Distractify, 21 July
2020, www.distractify.com/p/why-are-people-boycotting-the-mlb.

33 ibid

32 Dill, Jason. Eric Trump Praised NHL Players for Not Kneeling during the Anthem. So Fans Knelt Instead. 31 July
2020, www.miamiherald.com/sports/article244641092.htm.

31Holmes, Paul. “The Demographics of Sports Fan-Dom.” PRovoke, PRovoke Founder/Chair, 17 Oct. 2014,
www.provokemedia.com/latest/article/the-demographics-of-sports-fan-dom.
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widely, it is especially apparent in sports. In 2019, male athletes in basketball, golf, and tennis made

15% to double the salary of female athletes in the same �eld.35

In 2020, the highest-paid male tennis player was Roger Federer with a total earning of $106.3

million. In comparison, the highest-paid female athlete, Naomi Osaka, earned $37.4 million in the

same year36. This disparity is partly due to a di�erences in salary and winners bonuses as well as paid

endorsements37. Women athletes face inequity inside and outside of the sports and entertainment

industries. Overall, women athletes work harder to achieve similar levels of recognition and respect as

their male counterparts in an industry plagued with systemic misogyny.

Women’s Soccer

The world champion US Women’s National Soccer Team was

part of recent waves of controversy surrounding freedom of speech

for athletes. In particular, USWNT star and mid�elder, Megan

Rapinoe, made headlines last September when she took a knee while

in uniform during the national anthem38. She also garnered attention with her demands for gender pay

equity, highlighting the disparity in salary in comparison to the less-successful US Men’s Soccer

Team39.

In response, during the Annual General Meetings, U.S. Soccer announced that: “All persons

representing a Federation national team shall stand respectfully during the playing of national anthems

39Taylor, Stehpanie. Girlssoccernetwork.com, 9 Mar. 2017,
girlssoccernetwork.com/lifestyle/a-players-right-to-kneel/.

38Taylor, Stehpanie. Girlssoccernetwork.com, 9 Mar. 2017,
girlssoccernetwork.com/lifestyle/a-players-right-to-kneel/.

37 ibid

36 Cash, Meredith. “The Top-10 Highest-Paid Female Athletes of 2020 and How Much Less They Make than the
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at any event in which the Federation is represented.” Rapinoe’s protest was in support of Colin

Kaepernick’s national anthem protest, which denounced police brutality and racial injustice40.

Rapinoe has also made headlines for her public disdain for former president Donald

Trump. At various times, she called Trump “sexist,” “misogynistic,” “small-minded,” “racist”, and

“not a good person.” She also described herself as “a walking protest when it comes to the Trump

administration.”41

Women’s Tennis

Women’s tennis is a sport with a long tradition of activism. Billie Jean King was a star athlete

and a pioneer for gender equality in sports. In 1970, she and eight other professional women tennis

players launched their own tour to battle unequal

treatment (and pay) from a male-dominated �eld.

The players signed $1 contracts to compete in a

series of events, and their rebellion spurred on the

famous photo of "Original 9" holding up $1 bills42.

Another unforgettable moment in women's tennis

was King’s

infamous 1973 match against Bobby Riggs known as the Battle of the

Sexes. King beat him in front of 30,000 viewers and a TV audience of

50 million in the US alone. This sparked national conversation about

gender equality in tennis, and it led people to reevaluate their own

thinking43.

Three-time Grand Slam champion Naomi Osaka made a powerful statement about Black

Lives Matter following her victory in 2020. In each of her seven matches, Osaka wore masks with the

43 ibid

42 Campigotto, Jesse. “50 Years after Billie Jean King's Rebellion, Is Tennis Pay Really Equal? | CBC Sports.”
CBCnews, CBC/Radio Canada, 23 Sept. 2020,
www.cbc.ca/sports/the-buzzer-tennis-billie-jean-king-pay-equity-1.5736169#:~:text=Back%20in%201970%2C%20s
ome%20tournaments,as%20the%20men's%20Davis%20Cup.
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names of Black victims of police brutality: Breonna Taylor, Elijah McClain, Ahmaud Arbery, Trayvon

Martin, George Floyd, Philando Castile, and Tamir Rice. When asked by an interviewer, “Well, what

was the message that you got?” Osaka honestly replied, “I feel like the point is to make people start

talking.”44 As a result, Osaka received backlash from her fans both in the US and in Japan who believe

that she should stick to her role as an athlete and not as an activist.

Questions to Consider:

- What role, if any, should race relations play in professional athletics?

- How should national sports leagues address the rhetoric of the country regarding racial tension

and even broader issues including the growth of devisiveness?

- What role, if any, should general managers and high ranking o�cials have in conveying

the leagues’ commitment to equity and equality?

- To what extent, if any, should athletes be granted the freedom to demonstrate and express their

political and societal beliefs during games/on the �eld?

- Should all political paraphernalia be banned from being worn on the �eld?

- Should players be allowed to wear practice gear or other equipment that expresses clear

political/societal beliefs?

- If they are not allowed to express these beliefs what is the punishment if they do?

- To what extent do national athletic leagues have the right to regulate what players post on their

social media regarding controversial topics?

- Should athletes be punished if they violate censorship rules?

- What is the most e�ective punishment? Fines? Suspension?

- How should national sports leagues grapple with the media and its beliefs about their actions?

44 Reda, Natasha. “Naomi Osaka Sent Another Powerful Message About BLM After Winning the 2020 U.S. Open.”
Glamour, Glamour, 14 Sept. 2020,
www.glamour.com/story/naomi-osaka-wins-2020-us-open-powerful-blm-mask-answer.
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Positions
Color-Coded Key:

Athletes (blue highlight)

General Managers, Commissions, and other high ranking o�cials within sports (pink

highlight)

Roger Goodell Roger Goodell is the current commissioner of the NFL and has a
reputation for blatantly ignoring the BLM movement. Goodwill
disregarded the notion that something had to be addressed hence
why he ignored the actions of Colin Kaeperknick. After
exceedingly high amounts of pressure and backlash he caved in and
released a video from his home addressing the BLM movement and
apologizing to players and fans that the League didn't support their
actions until now.

Adam Silver Adam Silver is a sports executive who is the �fth and current
commissioner of the NBA. Silver, being in control of a myriad of
aspects of the NBA, as a white commissioner in a predominantly
black league is in a very precarious situation. It is his job to make
sure players, owners, and fans are all satis�ed with the NBA. Silver
e�ciently tackled the pandemic and basketball with the institution
of the Bubble and has done an incredible job in supporting the
Black rights movement with the league taking strides to address
these issues.

Colin Kaepernick Colin Kaepernick, former NFL athlete, is now an in�uential
activist who has protested racial injustice and police brutality both
in and out of sports. His iconic protesting began when he refused
to wear his uniform, claiming that he wasn’t willing to show pride
to a nation that is infested with prejudice. His actions eventually
led to his most infamous protest: the kneeling. On September 1st,
2016 Kaepernick kneeled for the national anthem to honor victims
of police brutality. Kaepernick’s bold actions had severe
consequences on his professional career culminating in his removal
from the roster.
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Bubba Wallace William Darrell “Bubba” Wallace is one of the few African
American drivers in NASCAR, and is the only black driver in
NASCAR's top racing series. Wallace has also been the victim of
hate speech and an infamous heinous act (a noose being hung in
his garage) while driving in NASCAR. Wallace has also faced
staunch criticism from members of NASCAR and its fans due to
his promise to continue to discuss race relations.

Steve Phelps Steve Phelps is the president of NASCAR. While NASCAR itself
is a conservative organization and compromised majorly of an
audience that doesn’t agree with the �ght for equality, Steve Phelps
continues to take strides to make NASCAR a more inclusive sport,
such as moving to ban the Confederate Flag from events. He has
also continued to condemn the racism within the league, even
speaking out against those responsible for placing the noose in
Bubba Wallace’s garage should be barred from the sport.

Rob Manfred
Rob Manfred is the tenth commissioner of the MLB. Despite the
lack of action and push back from managers in the MLB itself,
Manfred has vowed to help the MLB advance and address race
relations in a more positive manner going forward.

Megan Rapinoe
Megan Rapinoe is the captain of OL Reign in the Women’s
Nation Soccer team as well as a member of the United States
National Soccer team. Megan Rapinoe is an advocate for
minorities’ rights and made history as one of the �rst white athletes
to kneel and peacefully demonstrate during this period of societal
change.

Gary Bettman
Gary Bettman is the commissioner of the NHL. Although the
NHL itself lacks diversity and has been clear on its policies to
partially ignore the current racial tensions within our country
Bettman has condemned racism in the sport before including
defending Capitol’s players who were victims of racial harassment
in 2018 while on the ice.

22



Matt Dumba

Matt Dumba currently plays in the NHL for Minnesota Wild and
is a member of the Cnaadian National Team for ice hockey.
Dumba is one of the less than 10 black players in the NHL
currently.

Chris Paul Chris Paul, commonly nicknamed CP3, is a professional basketball
player for the Phoenix Suns. Chris is an elite point guard and
activist who has voiced his opinion on racial injustice using his
platform and position as an in�uential NBA veteran. He has called
for racial equality on the global stage numerous times including
being a focal point during the moving protest on police gun
violence during the ESPY awards. Chris is notably the president
and leader of the National Basketball Players Association and has
taken great strides in improving the league and its players as a
whole.

Micheal Jordan Michael Jordan is a world-renowned NBA player. As a player,
Jordan was evidently exposed to racial injustice but at the time was
unable to speak about it especially due to the lack of social media
and exposure. Now as an owner, Jordan has spread the BLM
message throughout the Hornet's organization and has continued
to be great at advocating for equality both in and out of the sport.

Jerry Jones
Jerry Jones is the owner and general manager of the Dallas
Cowboys. As manager he is openly against kneeling for the
national anthem. When BLM began to spread within the NFL
Jones condemned the players who knelt and protested going as far
as to threaten members of the Cowboys stating that athletes would
be punished if they decided to kneel.
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Lebron James Lebron James is a basketball player for the Los Angeles Lakers.
While he is most known for being one of the most dominant
players in the NBA, his actions o� the court are also notable.
Lebron has been one of the leading voices in the �ght for equality
and social justice. He has started projects to attack the problem at
the root, such as his “More Than a Vote” project that helped black
people register to vote. Many people believe that someone as
in�uential as Lebron should just “shut up and dribble '' and focus
on playing the game, but Lebron continues to be an activist for the
black community.

Kyrie Irving
Kyrie Irving is a basketball player for the Brooklyn Nets. Kyrie is an
incredible athlete and in�uential player whose o�-court antics and
on-court mastery of the game have made him generally popular
among fans and the league. Kyrie is the current vice president of
the national basketball players association and has been a part of
the �ght against racial injustice for a long time.

Preston Wilson Preston Wilson is a former MLB player. Wilson is best known for
his performance as a center �elder on teams such as the Mets and
Cardinals. Wilson uses his platform on social media such as twitter
to spread awareness about racial injustices and advocate for the
betterment of the MLB’s policies in regards to race relations and
protesting.

Dale Tallon
Dale Tallon is a former NHL player and executive. Tallon played in
the NHL for 10 years on teams such as the Canucks and Penguins.
Tallon has been implicated in being anti-race advancement in the
league and has been quoted and overheard using racial slurs on
multiple occasions.
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Mike Tomlin
Mike Tomlin is the head coach of the Pittsburgh Steelers. Tomlin
has been an advocate for positive race relations within the team and
has addressed the issues of racism and classism with the team on
multiple occasions.

Drew Brees
Drew Brees is a former NFL player who played 20 seasons in the
league. Brees has been an open critic of those who have peacefully
protested, even going as far as to criticize other athletes who knelt
during the national anthem before games. He has apologized for
some of his statements but only after extensive pressure from fans.

Kyle Larson
Kyle Larson is a professional driver in NASCAR. Larson has used
racial slurs on multiple occasions and has even faced severe
consequences for his remarks. In April 2020 following his use of
racial slurs during the live streamed iRacing event Larson lost his
deal with Chip Ganassi Racing.

Dennis Lindsey Dennis Lindsey is a basketball executive and current vice president
of the Basketball Operations for Utah. Lindsay has been heard
using racial slurs and condemning peaceful protesters on multiple
occasions with no repercussions.

Stephen Ross
Stephen Ross is the current owner of the Miami Dolphins. Ross is
committed to helping ease tensions and create better race relations
within the league. Ross has donated large amounts of money
towards advancing racial equality in sports including donating 13$
million to starting RISE - Ross Initiative in Sports for Equity.
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Dale Murphy

Dale Murphy was a MLB player for close to 20 years and is best
known for his time with the Atlanta Braves. Murphy used his
platform to condemn racism on multiple occasions while also
encouraging other white athletes to do the same.

Don Cherry
Don Cherry is a well-known sports commentator for the NHL.
Cherry has used racial slurs on multiple accounts and in 2019 went
on a career ending racial rant about immigrants. Cherry has since
apologized but few have accepted him back into the sports
community.

Woody Johnson
Woody Johnson purchased the Jets in 2000 and has been the
owner ever since then. Johnson has made multiple openly racist
and sexist comments, despite this the NFL has turned a blind eye
and Johnson still claims he is innocent.

Naomi Osaka
Naomi Osaka is an internationally recognized tennis player. Osaka
has supported BLM on multiple occasions and taken to social
media to show her support. She has met great criticism for her
advocacy and continues to meet criticism today.
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Vic Fangio
Vic Fangio is the head coach of the Denver Broncos. Fangio has
put himself in an interesting position, from condemning racism
outside of the league  to claiming it is not prevalent in the NFL.
Fangio has confused many players and fans in regards to his beliefs
on race and what his goals are for fostering positive race relations.

Stephen A Smith Stephen A Smith is an American sports personality, radio host and
a sports journalist. He is a commentator on ESPN’s �rst take and
very frequently makes appearances on Sports Center as a NBA
analyst. Smith is popular among media fans and has even
interviewed star athletes. He can be outspoken about the leagues
and nitpicks on issues prevalent within them such as league
o�ciating. He is also passionate about BLM and even has had a
stance on the use of marijuana and the usage of it by athletes.

Serena Williams

Serena Williams is a world-renowned tennis player. Williams is
well-known for her advocacy both on and o� the �eld. Williams is
also very open and frequently talks about her racial identity and
the e�ect it had had on her as a person.

Skip Bayless
Skip Bayless is a well-known sports commentator. Bayless is
featured on networks like ESPN often. Bayless has spoken about
his views on race and why he sees it as a hard topic to discuss in
America. Most recently, he has come under �re for his “race-bait”
titles where he is accused of using race as a means of drawing
attention from the audience.
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Frank McCourt

Frank McCourt has been involved in sports for a long time from
owning the Los Angeles Dodgers at one point to owning the Los
Angeles marathon and football club. McCourt has been known to
address race covertly through his wiring and brief statements on it.
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